Preface

in December 1981. These presentations and the essays contained in this volume provide
examples of current basic knowledge of explosive volcanism. They also pose many of
the fundamental questions and uncertainties that require additional research. In com-
pleting their papers, the authors had the benefit of discussion at this symposium as
well as comments of several scientific referees. Responsibility for the individual essays
rests with the corresponding authors.

The Overview of the study summarizes the highlights of the essays and formulates
conclusions and recommendations. In preparing it, the panel chairman and the com-
mittee had the benefit of meetings that took place at the symposium, the comments of
the panel of authors, and selected referees. Responsibility for the Overview rests with
the Geophysics Study Committee and the chairman of the panel.